
NAIOP Western Regional Summit
Salt Lake City, UT

September 26, 2024

Jennifer LeFurgy, PhD
Executive Director, NAIOP Research Foundation



Development magazine Knowledge and Research NAIOP Research Foundation



NAIOP Research Foundation Overview

• Founded in 2000 as a 501(c)(3)
• Board of Trustees
• Meet at each fall and spring 

meeting
• Shawn Moura, PhD, Senior 

Director of Research
• Bennett Gray, Vice President 

(fundraising)



Governors Program
• 92 Governors
• Pledges support research and 

programmatic initiatives
• Research committee determines 

topics and ideas are discussed at 
biannual Industry Trends meeting

• Networking and mentorship 
opportunities

• Serve as respondents and suggest 
case studies



Visionaries Program

• Provides mentoring, high-level 
networking, and research-
related experiences to rising 
industry leaders 40 years of 
age and under.

• Almost half (11) have gone on 
to become governors.



Distinguished Fellows Program

• Commercial real estate, 
economic and public policy 
experts. They are usually 
nominated by NAIOP 
chapters. 

• DFs author reports, speak 
at events and to NAIOP 
Forums



Economic Impacts of CRE

CRE Contribution State GDP, 2023 (Billions):

Arizona $37.5

Colorado $14.8

Idaho $3.6

New Mexico $2.4

Utah $8.5

Washington $13.7



Development Approvals Index
• Ranking of site plan and building approvals in 100 jurisdictions based 

on transparency, accountability and consistency.

Jurisdiction Weighted Overall Score (100), 2022

Fairfax County, VA 69

Clark County, NV 60

Goodyear, AZ 60

Denver (City and County) 47

Salt Lake City 47

Albuquerque 41

Mesa, AZ 38

Las Vegas 35



Nearshoring/Reshoring
Forging the Future: Study with Newmark on 
“watershed moment” for American manufacturing:

• High-tech/Digitalization
• Automotive/Transportation
• Energy
• Biomanufacturing

300+ major manufacturing facility announcements 
have been made across North America 
• $400 billion in pledged project investment
• 210,000 new proposed jobs 
• 250+ million square feet of new development
over the next decade



Office Conversions



Upcoming Research

• Best practices in developing 
data centers

• Access to power, water, the 
grid & impact on CRE

• AI in CRE
• Continued coverage of 

conversions, 
near/onshoring/advanced 
manufacturing, and insurance 
costs



How Can We Connect?
• We may know research(ers) that can answer your questions if we can’t.
• Suggest case profiles and interviewees for research projects (and 

Development magazine articles)
• Nominate Distinguished Fellows
• Recommend Visionaries candidates
• Provide feedback on research 
• Develop chapter event programming around research
• naiop.org/researchfoundation
• jlefurgy@naiop.org

https://www.naiop.org/research-foundation/
mailto:jlefurgy@naiop.org
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